Everybody hurts...

It hurts when you loose a friend. Even if you never have met them. Kurt Cobain could never really accept that so many people took Nirvanas music and lyrics to their hearts. He did not want to be a spokesman for a generation. He was not. He did not need to be. It was enough to be a friend. A friend who helped you through many hard moments. A friend you wish you could have helped when he could not make it with his own problems. There are many of us that wish we could have been there by his side to understand and to prevent what happened. But when Kurt died he was alone. Probably we will never know why. Maybe he was confused. It does not matter how much we want to understand why Kurt Cobain left us, the end is not important but the part of him that we always will remember is. What he gave us. The music. That is what we will remember him for. It will still be a friend when it hurts.

If you feel like letting go

hold on

if you thimk you’ve had to much

of this life

hang on

cause everybody hurts...

sometimes

take comfort in your friends

you’re not alone

hold on...

Everybody Hurts - R.E.M.
Kurt Cobain
Kurt Cobain was born on the 20th of February 1967 in Aberdeen, Washington, 16 miles Southwest of Seattle in the Northeast of the USA. His mother, Wendy O’Conner, was a secretary and a waitress. His father, J.D. Cobain, was a mechanic. As a child Kurt got the disease skolios, from which he got a punch-back and a constant aching back. Otherwise Kurt had a pleasant childhood. He was a curious boy with a lively imagination. When Kurt was eight years old his parents got divorced. Kurt took it very hard. He got very unobtrusive and introvert. In the following years Kurt moves around between the parents, uncles and grandparents. Kurt takes refuge to the music. Until he was nine The Beatles and The Monkeys were the only music Kurt listened to. That was the only music his parents had. 1976 Kurt’s father joins a record club and Kurt sits in his fathers carriage and discovers Led Zeppelin, Black Sabbath and Kiss. In the following years he follows the punkwave in England with excitement. He can’t get his hands on any punk records in Aberdeen but he reads everything that he can come across about Sex Pistols and The Clash and he tries to imagine what it sounds like. 1981 Kurt gets his first guitar. In the autumn Kurt gets his hands on a Clash album. Unfortunately it is the experimental and not particularly punky triple album ”Sandinista”. He gets very disappointed.

 - I still blame ”Sandinista” for not discovering the punk even then, Kurt said at a later moment. That album was incredibly bad. 1982 Kurt discovers the local rockband ”Melvins” and he gets overwhelmed by that there was so fantastic bands on home ground. He does not just go to all the concerts, he also sees every rehearsal, drives their tour bus and carries their equipment. Melvins Buzz Osborne and Matt Lukin take Kurt to his first big concert in Seattle when he is 16 years old. Kurt gets very enthusiastic when he sees Black Flag and after the concert he has only one goal - to start an own band. Kurt meets Krist Novaselic in 1984 and they start a band. When Kurt drops out of school to concentrate on the music his mother gets disappointed and throws him out. He moves around at friends places and sleeps outside, until Matt Lukin lets Kurt share his apartment. When Kurt does not devote to his music he takes LSD, vandalises, scrawls and leaves his guitar in pledge to buy drugs. In the autumn 1986 Kurt and Krist move to Seattle. They hire the drummer Aaron Burckhard and perform for the first time as Nirvana in Raymond, Washington 1987. In October 1988 Kurt breaks his first guitar into pieces. In January 1989 Nirvana record their first record in only three days. In June the same year it gets released, it is called Bleach. In September 1990 David Grooh joins the band after that their other drummer had left, and there we have the final setting of Nirvana. On the 24th of February 1991 Nirvana releases ”Nevermind” in 50 000 copies. In November, six weeks after the release, ”Nevermind” has sold one million copies. The record company had been counting on maye 40 000 copies in six months. A court in Washington decides that the cover on ”Nervermind” is unsuitable and that the record can not be sold to people under age.

In February 1992 Kurt marries Courtney Love in secret on Hawaii. A few months later Nirvana were suppose to play in Sweden but because of Kurt and Courtney’s drug problems it cancels. In May -92 it begins to go downhill for Nirvana. Everybody, even Kurt, thinks that the band has lost their glow and play on routine. Kurt even talks about giving up Nirvana. Rumours about that the band is about to split, that Krist and Dave is getting tired of Courtney and the expression ”Kurt B.C.”, Kurt before Courtney, is circling. On the 18th of August Courtney gives birth to Frances Bean Cobain.

Kurt confesses that he has taken heroin but he says that he is happy now with Frances, who is better than any drug, that he is no longer doing any drugs and that people who do, are ”fucked”. In September, on MTV Music Awards, Nirvana pick up two awards for their song ”Smells like Teen Spirit”, Best Video and Best performance in Video. On the 21st of September, 1993 that is, Nirvana finally releases their new record, ”In Utero”.

 On the 4th of March -94 Courtney wakes up at six o’clock in the morning. Kurt lies lifeless beside her with blood running out of his nose. At first she thinks he is dead, but he is not. A ambulance takes Kurt to the hospital, where he lies in a coma for 20 hours. The cause of this was that Kurt had been taken Rohypnol together with champagne, aspirin and flu medicine. LA Times maintains that Kurt had been taken 60 pills of Rohypnol and written a ”suicide letter”. Kurt wakes up two o’clock in the morning on the 5th of March and the next day he is recovered. On the 18th of March Courtney calls the police and says that Kurt has locked himself up and threatening to kill himself. When the police arrives Kurt says that he locked himself up because he wanted to get away from Courtney, and he says that he is not willing to commit suicide. The police takes chrge of three guns, one rifle, 25 boxes of ammunition and a pot of mixed pills. Aweek later Kurt moves to weaning clinic in LA. After three days he leaves the clinic and flies to Seattle where he disappears. According to LA Times Kurt buys a shot-gun and asks a friend if the best way to kill yourself is to aim for the head. Coutney hires private detectives to find Kurt. Kurt’s mother informs the police that he is missing. The electrician Gary Smith finds Kurt on the 8th of April at 8:40 am. He had shot himself in the head with a shot-gun. Next to the body lies Kurt’s ID, a computer game, a pack of tapes, among others ”In Utero”, a teddy bear and a ”suicide letter” written in red ink. Kurt’s autopsy shows that he died sometime on Tuesday the 5th. Kurt was cremated at a private ceremony on the 10th. At the same day a memory ceremony at Seattle Centre Flag Pavilion Plaza gather 7000 fans and friends. The ceremony begins with a few words from a priest and a moment of silence. After that comes a ten minute speech on tape from Courtney, and when it is finished hole Pavilion Plaza is full of burning candles, flowers and papers with poems and quotations from Kurt’s lyrics. On a pillar there is a photo of Kurt and the words: ”Kurt, your music is there for me when I am lonely. I am sorry I could not be there for you when you were. Rest in peace.”
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